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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Jack P. Friedman on 10/27/2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Please cancel claims 50-55. 

22. A contract handling method relating to an executed master contract 
between a corporation and a company, said corporation comprising a plurality of units, 
said method comprising generating at least one statement of work (SOW) under the 
master contract, each SOW of the at least one SOW being associated with a 
corresponding unit of the plurality of units such that each SOW describes a project of its 
corresponding unit with the company, said generating comprising, for a SOW of the at 
least one SOW; 

selecting one or more model agreements from a library of model agreements; 
merging all or part of the one or more model agreements to form the SOW; 
processing reminders of key dates for the SOW into tracking data; 
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storing the SOW and tracking data in a repository; 
amending the master contract: 

notifying all associated SOW owners of the at least one SOW of said amending: 

and 

wherein the master contract cannot be closed if any SOW of at least one SOW is 
still open . 

34. A contract handling system relating to an executed master contract 
between a corporation and a company, said corporation comprising a plurality of units, 
said system comprising: 

a document assembler for selecting one or more model agreements from a 
library of model agreements and for merging all or part of the one. or more model 
agreements to form a statement of work (SOW) under the master contract, said SOW 
being between associated with a unit of the plurality of units such that each SOW 
describes a project of the unit with the company; 

a tracker tool for processing reminders of key dates for the SOW into tracking 

data; 

repository for storing the SOW and the tracking data; 
amending the master contract: 

notifying all associated SOW owners of the at least one SOW of said amending: 

and 
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wherein the master contract cannot be closed if any SOW of at least one SOW is 
still open . 

41 . A computer program product comprising a computer readable medium 
having a computer readable program code embodied therein, said computer readable 

program code adapted to implement a contract handling method relating to an 
executed master contract between a corporation and a company, said corporation 
comprising a plurality of units, said method comprising generating at least one 
statement of work (SOW) under the master contract, each SOW of the at least one 
SOW being associated with a corresponding unit of the plurality of units such that each 
SOW describes a project of its corresponding unit with the company, said generating 
comprising, for a SOW of the at least one SOW; 

selecting one or more model agreements from a library of model agreements; 

merging all or part of the one or more model agreements to form the SOW; 

processing reminders of key dates for the SOW into tracking data; 

storing the SOW and tracking data in a repository; 

amending the master contract; 

notifying all associated SOW owners of the at least one SOW of said amending; 

and 

wherein the master contract cannot be closed if any SOW of at least one SOW is 
still open . 
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2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The cited 
prior art fails to teach claimed invention alone or in a combination. 
Specifically claimed features of amending a master contract, notifying all SOW of 
amendment and preventing master contract of closing in the event of any SOW being 
open, asserts that the SOW are related to master contract and master contract cannot 
be closed without closing open SOW. The cited prior art generally teaches addendum or 
amending the contract but fails to teach in combination the invention as claimed. 
Therefore the invention as claimed is allowable over the cited prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sanjiv D. Shah whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4098. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner-s 
supervisor, Bhavesh M. Mehta can be reached on (571) 272-7453. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infornnation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Sanjiv D. Shah 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2627 

S. Shah 

October 27, 2005 




